82          THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
the last quarter of the igth century, when Ger-
many was .becoming rapidly industrialized, many
people, including the Emperor, felt that the
Gymnasien, with their stress on the study of dead
languages, were divorced from every-day life
and that they lacked a national basis, 'It is our
duty to educate young men to become young
Germans and not young Greeks and Romans',
declared the Emperor in a speech in 1890.
Nevertheless, it was not till 1901 that the newer
types of high schools, which the growing mate-
rial needs of the middle and commercial classes
had brought into existence, were recognized as
giving an education of equal value and were
allowed to send their pupils direct to the univer-
sity. Since then the importance of the Gymna-
sium has steadily declined, though there are still
many Germans who look upon it as the most
elegant type of high school. In recent years a
number of the Gymnasien have been converted
into Real or Reform schools, while others have
added parallel Real sections.
Religion, German, Latin, geography, mathe-
matics, natural sciences and drawing are taught in
all the classes. Greek is begun in U III, a
modern foreign language in IV and history in V.
Formerly, students of the upper classes were
required to translate from German into Latin and
to write essays in Latin, but this is no longer
necessary. Hebrew and English are optional.
2.    The Reformgymnasium.    The Reform-
gymnasium is a modification of the Gymnasium.